
When Drugs Look Like Candy: A Growing Danger (V1) 
 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What Are Drugs? 
You may have heard the word “drugs” before. Some drugs are helpful—like the medicine you take when you’re sick. 
These are called prescription drugs, and doctors give them to help people feel better. But other drugs are 
dangerous. These are called illegal drugs or street drugs. They can hurt your brain and body, especially if you are 
still growing. People who make these drugs don’t follow safety rules. Some even try to trick people by making drugs 
look like fun treats. 
 
What’s Happening Now? 
A scary new problem is happening in many places. Dangerous drugs are being made to look like candy. They come in 
bright colors, sweet smells, and fun shapes. Some look like gummy bears, lollipops, or even chocolate bars! This 
makes it very hard for kids and even adults to tell the difference between real candy and a harmful drug. In the 
past, drugs looked very different from the way they look today. Most legal or prescription drugs were plain and not 
very colorful. They came in bottles from the doctor and were often small white pills or capsules. These medicines 
were made to help people who were sick, and they were clearly marked with labels to show what they were. 
Illegal drugs also had a more serious look. They didn’t look like candy or snacks. Many looked like white powders, 
brown chunks, dried green plants, or clear crystals. They didn’t come in fun shapes or colors, and they usually 
smelled bad or tasted bitter. These drugs were often carried in small bags or hidden containers, and people knew 
they were dangerous just by looking at them. Because these older drugs didn’t look fun or colorful, it was easier to 
know they weren’t safe. Today, that’s changed—and that’s part of what makes modern drugs so risky. 
 
Why Is This Dangerous? 

• A small child could eat a drug by mistake, thinking it’s candy. 
• Older kids might try it just to see what happens, not knowing how risky it is. 
• Some drugs contain fentanyl, a powerful chemical that can kill people even in tiny amounts. 

Even touching or breathing in some of these drugs can be very dangerous. 
 
What Do Drugs Look Like Now? 
Today, some dangerous drugs are made to look fun. They may look like: 

• Rainbow-colored pills 
• Gummy bears or other candy 
• Chocolate bars or lollipops 
• Vape pens that smell like fruit or candy 

Some even come in packages that look like chips or cookies! This is a big problem, because kids might think they 
are safe. 
Why Did This Change? 
People who make and sell illegal drugs want more people to try them, so they make drugs look less scary. But this is 
very dangerous. A kid might try something just because it looks fun or smells nice—not knowing it could hurt them 
or even cause death. 
 



Reflection questions: 
 
1. Why are drugs more dangerous now that they look like candy or snacks? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. How does making drugs look like candy or snacks change the way people use them?  

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
3. What does the way modern drugs are designed tell you about how drug dealers think? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________  



When Drugs Look Like Candy: A Growing Danger (V2) 
 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What Are Drugs? 
Drugs are substances that change how your brain or body works. Some are good, like the medicine you get from a 
doctor. Others are illegal and dangerous, especially for kids and teens. 
 
What Did Drugs Look Like in the Past? 
In the past, it was easier to tell when something was a drug. They usually looked like: 

• Plain white or yellow pills 
• Powdery substances (like flour or baking soda) 
• Dried green or brown plant materials 
• Liquids in dark bottles 
• Unmarked plastic bags or foil wrappers 

They didn’t look like anything fun or tasty. Most of the time, drugs had a bitter taste and smelled bad. It was clear 
they were not safe. Historically, drugs had a very different appearance than they do today. Prescription drugs, the 
kind given by doctors, usually came in clearly labeled bottles and were often plain white pills or simple capsules. 
These medicines didn’t have any bright colors or sweet smells. They were made to look serious, not fun, and were 
usually stored safely at home. 
 
Illegal drugs also looked very different from food or candy. Some appeared as white or beige powders, like cocaine 
or heroin. Others, like marijuana, looked like dried green or brown leaves. Meth was often in the form of crystals, 
which were clear or bluish. These drugs didn’t smell sweet or fruity—in fact, many had a strong or unpleasant odor. 
They were often packaged in plastic bags, foil, or small hidden containers. Because drugs in the past didn’t look like 
things kids enjoy, it was easier to recognize and avoid them. But today, many dangerous drugs are being disguised to 
look like candy, which makes them much harder to spot and far more dangerous. 
 
What Do They Look Like Today? 
Now, many drugs are designed to look exciting and harmless. Some examples are: 

• Bright-colored pills that look like candy (like Smarties or Skittles) 
• Gummies, chocolate bars, and snacks that contain drugs 
• Vape pens that smell like fruit or bubble gum 
• Packaged drugs that copy real snack brands 

These changes make drugs harder to spot and more tempting to try, especially for young people. 
 
Why Did This Change? 
Drug dealers want their products to be more appealing so more people will try them. By making drugs look like 
treats, they can trick people—especially kids—into using them. 
But these new “fun-looking” drugs are often even more dangerous than before. Many of them contain fentanyl, a 
strong chemical that can be deadly even in small amounts. 
 
 



Reflection questions: 
 

1. How do today's drug designs make them more dangerous?  

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

2. What does the way modern drugs are designed tell you about how drug dealers think? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
3. How does the way drugs look now affect how people act around them or use them? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________  



When Drugs Look Like Candy: A Growing Danger (V3) 
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What Are Drugs? 
Drugs are substances that can affect your mind and body. Some are legal and used for health, like antibiotics. But many drugs are 
illegal or dangerous when misused. These are the drugs that are causing concern today—especially because of how they look. 
 
The Historical Look of Drugs 
In the past, illegal drugs were much easier to identify. They typically looked: 

• Plain and medical — white or beige pills 
• Powdery — like sugar or flour (e.g., cocaine or heroin) 
• Natural — dried green/brown leaves (like marijuana) 
• Unmarked — often in plastic bags, foil, or plain bottles 
• Bad-smelling or bitter — rarely pleasant to taste or touch 

 
These drugs had no child-friendly packaging or fruity smells. Their appearance warned people that they were not meant for fun—and 
certainly not for kids. In earlier years, both legal and illegal drugs had a much more identifiable and medical appearance than many do 
today. Prescription drugs—medications provided by doctors to treat illness—were typically found in pharmacy bottles with clear labels. 
These drugs were often plain in color, such as white or beige, and came in the form of small pills or capsules. There was nothing flashy 
or playful about them; they were designed to look like serious medicine, not something to play with or enjoy recreationally. 
 
Illegal drugs, meanwhile, also had distinct and often unappealing appearances. Cocaine and heroin, for example, were usually found as 
white or off-white powders. Marijuana looked like dried green or brown plant material. Methamphetamine often appeared as clear or 
bluish crystals. These substances were stored in unmarked containers like small bags or foil wrappers. They rarely had any kind of 
artificial coloring or sweet smells—instead, they often had strong, bitter odors that signaled they were unsafe. This clear visual 
separation between drugs and everyday items like food or candy made it easier to avoid accidental use. Unfortunately, in recent years, 
drug makers have begun disguising drugs with bright colors, candy shapes, and fruity flavors, making them harder to recognize and 
significantly more dangerous—especially for kids and teens. 
 
The Modern Look of Drugs 
Today, drug producers are intentionally disguising their products. Now, dangerous drugs might look like: 

• Bright, colorful pills that resemble candy 
• Gummies or lollipops infused with THC or fentanyl 
• Chocolates and snacks that look store-bought but contain drugs 
• Flavored vape pens that smell like candy or fruit 
• Packages that copy real brands (e.g., “Stoney Patch” mimicking Sour Patch) 

This makes it very hard for kids, teens, and even adults to tell the difference between real snacks and harmful substances. 
Why Has This Changed? 
This is a marketing strategy by illegal drug manufacturers. By making drugs look harmless or fun: 

• They attract younger users 
• They hide the danger 
• They increase the chance of accidental use 

This is especially risky because many of these drugs now contain fentanyl, a synthetic opioid that can be lethal in very small amounts. A 
person might take just one pill or gummy and suffer a fatal overdose. 
The Danger of Confusion 
Because drugs no longer look scary, people are more likely to: 

• Accept them from friends at school or parties 
• Mistake them for vitamins, candy, or harmless edibles 
• Use them without knowing how strong they are 

This “hidden” danger is what makes modern drug appearance so threatening. 



Reflection questions: 
 
1. In what ways does making drugs look fun or harmless increase the risk of someone using them by accident? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
2. How do changes in the way drugs look influence the choices people make about using them? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
3. What does the way modern drugs are designed tell you about how drug dealers think? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 


